
cells were dried and heated, and suspensions of the dry
powdered cells were injected into a mule. The serum

of this mule gave a precipitate with a colloidal solution
of carcinoma tissue, and also with such a solution of
lymphoid tissue. A woman suffering with carcinoma
of the breast was treated with this serum and also with
a solution of the heated carcinoma cells. There was

local reaction and apparent general improvement, but
no arrest of the growth of the tumor.

Loeffler claims that this method of desiccation, heat¬
ing and pulverizing will allow the material to be kept
for indefinite periods, and will eliminate all danger for
those handling it. Just how much can be expected from
this discovery can hardly be conjectured at this time,
but it seems that it may find wide application in the
production of various antiserums.

WARNING AGAINST PANAMA LABOR
The danger of misconception of the conditions in

Panama1 has led the American Federation of Labor to
send circulars over the country calling attention to
the real status of affairs at the Panama Isthmus. The
federation declares that it is not true that the work
will be easy and the wages above the normal, and urges
especially that no one should go to the canal zone unless
he has a position and knows under what conditions he
is to labor. The warning is a timely one. The glamor
naturally attendant on this great government enterprise
is heightened by the illustrated articles in the papers
and magazines, in spite of the frequent mention of the
diseases that have been so great a factor in the mortality
rate. Many who go to Panama with a little knowledge
of conditions there, are liable to desire a speedy return
when their knowledge is increased. The great enter-
prise will not lack for workers, and it will only be hin-
dered by illy prepared adventure-seekers.

THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF PHYSICS IN
MEDICINE.

Coincident with the rapid application of chemical
methods to the study of medical problems, there has
been a growth of interest in more purely physical phe-
nomena, and especially in the phenomena of that ever-

widening domain which we now know as physical chem-
istry. The publications of Van t'Hoff, Arrhenius and
Ostwald have stimulated a whole series of medical and
biologic researches, like those of Pauli and Loeb, on the
one hand, and those of Koranyi, Hamburger and H\l=o"\-
ber, on the other. Zikel, in 1902, published a volume on

what he calls "Clinical Osmology," which deals with the
osmotic states of the body fluids in health and disease. It
is surprising how rapidly clinical concepts are being
widened as a result of the application of these newer
ideas of physical chemistry. Only a beginning has, of
course, as yet been made, but the work which has been
done is full of promise for the future. On page 184 of
this issue Stern discusses the relations of the modern
science of osmology to pharmacodynamics. In the lat-

1. Announcement of the Civil Service Commission concerning
conditions of service in Panama was given In The Journal, Dec.
17, 1904, p. 1881.

ter field also, as will be seen by a perusal of his article,
he believes that purely physical influences play an ex¬

tremely important rôle. Osmotherapy is likely, he
thinks, to be one of the coming developments in prac¬
tical medicine.

NATIONAL INCORPORATION OF THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

On January 9 Congressman Dwight of New York
introduced a bill1 for the national incorporation of the
American Medical Association by special act of Con-
gress. This is of special interest to the members of the
American Medical Association, and, in fact, to the
members of the medical profession of the country. Ob-
taining recognition by Congress will not only add dig-
nity to the body which represents the medical profes-
sion of the United States, but will give it a power and
an influence for good which it would not otherwise
have. We hope that every physician who has at heart
the betterment of sanitary affairs of our country, and
the various matters in which the medical profession is
interested, will use his influence where it will do the
most good. The bill was referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary, and at the present time the matter is
wholly in its hands. Consequently, all legitimate ef-
forts should be made to convince its members of the
value' and importance of the measure. The members
of the Committee on the Judiciary are: John J. Jen¬
kins, Wisconsin (chairman) ; E. W. Parker, New Jersey ;
D. S. Alexander, New York; Vespasian Warner, Illi¬
nois; Charles E. Littlefield, Maine; Lot Thomas, Iowa;
Samuel L.. Powers, Massachusetts; Eobert M. Nevin,
Ohio; Henry W. Palmer, Pennsylvania; George A.
Pearre, Maryland; J. N. Gillett, California; David A.
De Armond, Missouri; David K. Smith, Kentucky;
Henry D. Clayton, Alabama; Eobert L. Henry, Texas;
J. S. Little, Arkansas, and William G. Brantley, Georgia.

LONGEVITY OF JEWS.
It is claimed that of all classes of New York City's

population, the Jews are the longest lived. Considering
the manner in which the majority of the Jewish popu-
lation of our great cities live, this is a remarkable
showing, if true. The poorer Jews, as a rule, are rigid
followers of the Mosaic law, and this would indicate to
some extent the excellence of the sanitary provisions of
that ancient code. Insurance men, however, it is alleged,
while recognizing the temperance of the Jews as a fac-
tor, are inclined to think that this longevity is a result
of natural selection, the weaker elements of the Jewish
race having been gradually eliminated during centuries
of persecution. There is still another possible factor
to be considered. For centuries the Jews have become
acclimatized, so to speak, to city life, and therefore may
represent the class most resistant to such environment.
There are evidences, however, that modern civilization
is telling through its stress and strain on the vitality
of the Hebrew race. Paresis, which was formerly said
to be rare among them, was found by Beadles to be par¬
ticularly frequent among the London Jews. It would
be a matter of much interest if a thorough study were

1. The bill is printed in the General News columns, page 227.
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